First(World[(IVirtual)[Congress on RELATIONISM

NOTE ON THE NOTIONS OF RELATION and WHOLE (HOLISTIC): In
RELATIONISM the notion of RELATION depends ontologically on both the notions of SYSTEM and
RELATION, but uniquely with the emphasis on the latter. The common experience of SYSTEM is of a
total-system (picture puzzle) reality in which a TOTOSY STEM is achievable by having all the pieces in
the right place at the right time. By contrast, a whole-system [holo(graphic)] reality requires the
presencing of the THE WHOLE (HOLOSY STEM) in each part. However, as such, THE WHOLE is
No-Thing and hence can not be represented as a SYSTEM aone, but is in essence RELATION,
specifically INTERRELATED RELATION.
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Third(World[Network, TWN:
Mr.MartinKhor,[228Macalisterdoad,10400Renang,Malyasia,[@Mnail: mkhor@igc.apc.org

PhiliplWebber,Mice[@hair[df[SGRMrites:

InthetunipCtolEhe[WorldCBummitCdnBustainable[MDevelopment{WSSD), [Bcientists[for[Global
Responsibility[I(SGR) Cwants[to[helpLClnitiate Ca Cwide[danging CdiscussionCon ChowCscience[Cland
knowledgelshould[Beldeveloped@ndlised. Horfhelpurpose,eldreldirculatingthis[paper,[driginally
draftedlByMaelWanHo, Which[@owl[reflectsdontributionsfromthanyldourcesldndihdividuals.
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WHYCKNOWLEDGE'?

‘Knowledge’[ik[Hlo[BedeadlihMheWidest[3enselolihclude@lIEknowledgel8ystemsihatléxistihdhe
worldoday, ollinderscoreheholisticlhaturelof(knowledge83ystemslandheirlihdependentland
equallstatus.[Thus,Oknowledge’lin[the CwestCwillOncludeEcienceCandCbtherCvaysCbfCknowing,
whereas[fbrihdigenousldommunities, Cknowledge’lthightBeldynonymousithfindigenousldcience’.

FocusingCon[knowledgelalso[s$tresseslhedmportant[pointdhat[knowledgelis[hot[nhdependentlof
technology, [drfhe@pplication[dflscience.[Knowledgelihspires@nd[duides[@ndtisguidesfechnology.
Thislis[@sfruelfbriwesternldciencel@slitfisEbrRolisticlihdigenousnowledgeldystems.
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Theldommercialization[df[dciencel@ndfhelihcreasinglihtimateldelationshipBetweendniversities[dnd
industry[ChavelunderminedCpublicCtrustCinCEcience[CAndscientists.[Morel$eriously,Cindependent
scienceldnd[dcientistslWorkingorhepublicldood[@re[Mecomingthingsldffhelpast. [Thislik[doming
at@AimelWhen@echnologieslarelgettinglinore[powerfullAndincontrollable, (both [ds[Weapons[of
massldestruction@ndihferms(dfidestroyingltheldociall@ndthoralfabric[dflHuman[docieties.

But[CwesternsciencelldtselfCisCundergoing CalC0profound Cparadigm ClchangekowardsCanClorganic
perspectivefhatBasldeepEffinitiesWithihdigenous®nowledgelsystems[@roundfhelWorld.(WelHave
allfheeansoBring[@ruly[Sustainable[@nd[@quitablelWorld[ihto[Being, [dnlyBhelpolitical Lill [k
missing.[(Welheed[a[¢ollectivel¥isiondhat[douldinderpin[dhewldnodel[ofTorldCgovernanceland
finance.[Mowardshatlénd,(Welhaveldrafted[Somel[&lementsHowards[@Cktonventiondnknowledge’
that[dould[3dlsolderveldsIhelfbcusldf[d[doncerted[dampaignoldeclaim@lIKXnowledgeldystemsolthe
serviceldffgublic[dood.
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the[World[Mradel@rganisationldonferencelihSeattleih[November[1999.MMMhedominantfaradigm
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andOcoldperativeldphenomenaldinphysics[to[lthe [T fluid Cdgenome’CinCmolecularClgenetics, [Cthe
mechanisticldonception[dfldaturefasBeenfbundfhoroughlyihadequate.
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EvenCihnore*emarkable, (For[some[bf(Lis,Os[theCmessage[dfromuantumtheory: thatCvelhre
inextricablyl@ntangledwith[dnel@nother@nddith[@lI[@ature, LvhichWe[Participatelih[do[dreating. it
restoresCand[teaffirms[theltholisticCperspectives[thatCmanylndigenoustulturesChaveheverdost
touchlwith.[Atfheldamelfime,[t[grovides[@Western(Scientificlperspectivelfhatldan[Beginfoldonnect
with[ihdigenous[Health[@nd[fbod[production[dystems@nd[Practices, [dfferingthuch[dcopebridreative
partnershipsBetweenWesternl@ndlihdigenousknowledge.

A[Rolistic[dcienceforfheWest[hasfhe[potentialfoMransformhefheaning@ndHexturedfthelives
of[@lIWhoivellnderfheldominant®nowledgeldystem, @ndfoldreateld[docial [dealityfhat[denuinely
serves[thel&motional,$piritualChndCbhysicalCheedsCofCéveryone. dt[Wouldtapture[Xhe[tommon
valuesthatllnderlielthelimmenseldulturalldiversity[df[dur(Species.
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transformheWay[Scientificldesearchit[donductedihfheest@sWell[dstheldreasflinded.
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Many[hew[fresearchCbrogrammes([fallCpotentiallyCwithinCthegeneralCbarealbf[I'science[bf[the
organism".[Thel@mphasislik[on[Moninearfdomplex[dynamics, feedback[@nd[doherence,Which[dre
necessaryfor[linderstandingCeomplexCsystemslCin[Cgeneral.Especially OdmportantOs[the&cientific
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homeopathylisldnteringthainstream[thedicine.
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